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R'S NOTE

Dear Readers,

A warm welcome to the December edition of Atharva!

As the year draws to a close, SCIT is abuzz with the festive spirit and a
calendar full of exhilarating activities that embody the dynamic ethos of

our institution.

This month featured inspiring moments, from alumni interactions and festive cheer to
thought-provoking conclaves and theme launches for flagship events. Highlights include
Bridging Generations, an alumni interaction with Pratik Deshpande, Manager at EY UK,
where he shared his journey in information security, leadership, and time management.

The 9th Integrity and Ethics Conclave, Parivartan, celebrated ethical transformation with
insights on sustainable practices, inclusive events, and responsible journalism.

On the festive front, SCIT’s Christmas Celebration wrapped up the year with joy and
togetherness. Students and faculty came together to spread holiday cheer, creating
lasting memories through music, decorations, and warm camaraderie.

On the technical front, Rahul Nair’s guest lecture on Machine Learning and Transfer
Learning captivated attendees with hands-on demonstrations and industry insights. The
launch of Graffiti's theme combined inspiration, music, and electrifying performances,
setting the stage for the much-anticipated fest.

The TEDxSIUHinjewadi theme launch—"Samudra Manthan: Waves of Transformation"—
explored the interplay of challenges and progress, promising an inspiring TEDx journey
ahead.

We are proud to feature Ms. Manasi Dalwani as this month’s Star Alumna. As a Senior
Data Strategist at Google, she has excelled in enhancing user safety and combating fraud
through data analysis.

Stay tuned for more insights, stories, and updates as SCIT continues to lead with

innovation and passion!
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Bridging Generations: Alumni
Interaction with Pratik
Deshpande

We had the privilege of hosting Pratik Deshpande, an accomplished alumna from the 2014-2016 batch, for an
engaging alumni-student interaction session. Pratik, currently a Manager at EY UK, is celebrated not only for his

stellar career in information security but also for his achievements as a three-time author and a record-holder in
the Limca Book of Records.

The event commenced with a warm welcome by Dr. Kanchan Patil, who felicitated Pratik for his contributions.
Moderated by Shrutika Banerjee, the session transitioned into a captivating discussion, with Pratik reminiscing
about his days at SCIT. He fondly shared memories of being part of various committees and emphasized how his
time at SCIT shaped his career trajectory in information security.

Pratik’s passion for writing, especially on leadership, stems from his deep interest in exploring diverse perspectives
on leadership traits. His latest book, “Bull’s Eye Leadership,” aimed at Gen Z, reflects his insights into how
leadership evolves—some individuals are born leaders, while others develop these traits through experience. He
stressed that leadership is not one-size-fits-all; it involves understanding team dynamics and adapting to situations.
He also touched upon the art of time management and highlighted the contrasting work-life balance cultures in the
UK and India. The discussion culminated in Pratik’s account of his professional journey at EY UK, where he manages
audit and SOC 1/SOC 2 engagements for banking clients. He underscored the significance of certifications like CISA,
CISP, and CISM in building robust ISMS frameworks within organizations.

The event left students inspired by Pratik's multifaceted achievements and provided invaluable insights into
leadership, career growth, and life beyond SCIT.

Priyajeet Ghosh
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Wrapping Up the Year with
Festive Spirit: SCIT's Christmas
Celebration

This year, the SCIT family celebrated Christmas with a joyful event on 21th December. The celebration began with lively anchoring
by Eklavya, featuring Harsh Nautiyal, Arjun Shivnani, and Aniket Dharme, who kept the energy high throughout the night. The event
had a perfect mix of music and dance. Sagar Goel amazed everyone with his guitar performance, while Gaurav Dhale’s soulful singing
left the audience spellbound. Anubhav Mathur added sparkle to the event with his stunning dance performance, and Symbeats, led
by Meenakshi Daga and Prasenjeet Gangawane, gave an unforgettable performance.

A fun game session hosted by Natesh added to the excitement. Highlights included Kshitij's ramp walk, Rakshit Pande doing pushups
with slippers in hand, and lemon shots by Bhushan. These activities brought laughter and energy to the room. The performances
continued with a heartfelt act by Hemanshu, followed by a short yet beautiful performance by the DSDA girls. Symbeats returned
with another electrifying show, leaving the audience wanting more.

The night wasn’t just about performances. Santa made a surprise appearance, delighting everyone by distributing gifts. The SCIT
confessions segment revealed fun and light-hearted secrets, bringing smiles to all. The event was a perfect blend of talent, fun, and
holiday spirit, leaving everyone with cherished memories and festive vibes. SCIT truly knows how to celebrate Christmas with love
and laughter!

Varad Kundan Raut
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Parivartan: 9th Edition of the
Integrity and Ethics Conclave

The 9th Edition of the Integrity and Ethics Conclave, Parivartan, was a celebration of ethical transformation and

innovation. Hosted by SCIT, the event emphasized integrating ethics into industry practices to achieve sustainable
success. The event began with a lamp-lighting ceremony, symbolizing hope and integrity. Dr. Tamal Mondal, Mentor
at GL-ITBM, delivered the welcome speech, highlighting the need for ethical industry practices that balance
innovation and sustainability.

Keynote speaker Dr. Ravindra Utgikar, Director at Bhau Institute, shared valuable insights on maintaining integrity
in evolving business environments. His emphasis on ethical practices in a dynamic macroeconomic landscape
inspired the audience. Other notable speakers included Mr. Anurag Doshi, who explored SwiftEthos in quick
commerce, and Ms. Shipra Rana, who shed light on responsible journalism. Mr. Ananthanarayanan V provided
insights into ethical vendor practices and inclusivity in events, paving the way for sustainability.

The event also featured captivating performances. Ekalavya, SCIT'’s Drama Committee, delivered a thought-
provoking play that resonated with the audience, while Symbeats showcased the media industry's evolution through
an energetic dance performance. Musical duos Anirban Datta and Subhradeep Ganguly brought a melodic touch to
the conclave. Dr. Kanchan Patil, Deputy Director at SCIT, concluded the event with a heartfelt vote of thanks,
appreciating the speakers, students, and faculty. Parivartan reinforced the importance of ethics across industries,
inspiring everyone to drive positive change for a better tomorrow.

Varad Kundan Raut
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Graffiti Theme Launch

The much-anticipated flagship fest of SCIT, Graffiti, kicked off with an exciting
theme launch, setting the stage for another spectacular edition of the event. The
Graffiti Theme Launch Event started with an engaging introduction by Kaustubh,
the moderator, who set the tone for an exciting and memorable day. The morning
session, organized by Under 25 SCIT X Graffiti, began on an inspiring note, with
Kevin Zingkhai sharing his remarkable journey. Kevin, a 12th-pass achiever, started
working at the age of 16 due to challenging family circumstances. From his first job at
a call centre to becoming a flight attendant with Jet Airways and later joining Qatar
Airways, his story was a testament to resilience and determination. Kevin spoke
about the cultural differences between the airlines and emphasized the importance
of learning from failures. He concluded by announcing his upcoming role in a web
series, leaving the audience motivated.

This was followed by a musical treat from the Konnect Band, whose soulful melodies
captivated the audience. Ashwin Adwani’s enchanting performance further added
magic to the day. As the evening unfolded, a series of captivating performances took
centre stage. Eklavya, with their dramatic storytelling, and Symbeats, with their
electrifying dance moves, thrilled the crowd. The Konnect Band returned with
another melodious act, winning hearts yet again.

The highlight of the evening was the dynamic performance by The Black Sheep
Band, whose powerful music set the stage ablaze and kept the audience on their feet.
Following this, the theme launch dazzled everyone with a spectacular display of
lights and visuals, creating a memorable moment. The event concluded on a high
note with an exhilarating DJ Night, where attendees danced the night away,
celebrating togetherness and joy. The day beautifully combined inspiration,
creativity, and entertainment, leaving the audience with unforgettable memories
and a renewed spirit to chase their dreams.

Varad Kundan Raut
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Guest Lecture by Rahul Nair:
Exploring Machine Learning and
Transfer Learning

The Guest Lecture Committee of DSDA hosted an insightful session on December 1st, featuring Rahul Nair,
Senior Data Scientist at LTIMindtree. With expertise in neural networks, machine learning (ML), and transfer
learning, Rahul captivated the audience with a blend of theory and practical insights, emphasizing Al's
transformative role across industries.

Rohan Patil, a member of the Guest Lecture Committee-DSDA, opened the session with a warm welcome and an
introduction to Rahul's extensive experience in Al and data science. Rahul began by outlining the fundamentals
of neural networks, discussing their architecture and applications in image and speech recognition. He
differentiated traditional software systems from ML systems, highlighting how ML relies on pattern recognition
from data instead of explicit programming.

The lecture covered learning paradigms like supervised learning (label-driven), unsupervised learning (pattern
detection in unlabeled data), and reinforcement learning (feedback-based). A deep dive into deep learning
techniques, including Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), showcased how these models process data layers
akin to the human brain. A key focus was transfer learning, where Rahul illustrated the efficiency of leveraging
pre-trained models like those from ImageNet to address new problems. This approach reduces time, cost, and
the challenge of large dataset acquisition. Tools such as TensorFlow, PyTorch, and Keras were discussed for
fine-tuning models by adjusting parameters like epochs and freezing layers.

The highlight was a hands-on session guiding attendees through the ML pipeline—data collection, cleaning,
model training, and deployment. Rahul demonstrated tools like Gradio and Hugging Face for optimizing and
monitoring model performance. The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Sridaran, a member of the Guest
Lecture Committee-DSDA and a token of appreciation was presented to Rahul by Dr. Rajesh Deshpande. The
session not only enriched students’ understanding of AI but inspired them to explore its innovative
applications.

Yuktha Mohan Pulukkul
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TEDxSIUHinjewadi
Theme Launch: A
Night of
Entertainment
and Revelation

The iTELF committee hosted an unforgettable evening on 6 December 2024
with the much-awaited TEDxSIUHinjewadi Theme Launch. This event,
filled with energy, creativity, and inspiration, set the stage for what
promises to be an exceptional TEDx journey this year, culminating on 4
January 2025.

The evening began engagingly with a fun Movie Q&A session, where the
audience enthusiastically participated, showcasing their cinematic
knowledge. The laughter, camaraderie, and excitement during this
segment created the perfect atmosphere to kickstart the event.

Next, a mesmerizing dance performance captivated the audience, blending
grace and rhythm in a celebration of expression. The energy only amplified
as the Konnect Band took the stage, delivering a soul-stirring musical
performance that left everyone spellbound.

The highlight of the evening, however, was the grand reveal of this year's
theme—"Samudra Manthan: Waves of Transformation" which draws
inspiration from the boundless energy of the ocean, symbolizing the
interplay of opposing forces—positivity and adversity, chaos and clarity—
that drive progress. Just as the ocean holds hidden treasures, the churning
of effort and ideas unveils our potential and shapes the future.

"Samudra Manthan" invites us to immerse ourselves in this ocean of
transformation, where every ripple carries the potential to redefine
boundaries. It celebrates technical brilliance, inspiring stories, and
visionary thinking, all converging to create waves of change. This is where
innovation surges forward, and transformations begin—an ocean of
possibilities waiting to be explored.

With such an intriguing theme, TEDxSIUHinjewadi promises to deliver a
captivating experience filled with thought-provoking ideas and inspiring
stories. As the night closed with excitement in the air, the audience left
with a sense of anticipation for what was to come. This year’s theme,
"Samudra Manthan," sets the tone for a journey of discovery, balance, and
innovation that will leave a lasting impact.

Yuktha Mohan Pulukkul
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UNVEILING INSIGHTS
FACULTY SP

Assistant Professor

Q: What is the most unexpected skill you picked up in your career?

A: T believe the skill I picked up during my career is the technique of connecting everything with real-life situations. While teaching
technical courses, I started taking examples from real life to explain the concepts, I believe this might help them understand the
concepts better.

Q: What would be your most embarrassing tech fail?

A: Being a teacher of information security, forgetting my own password is the most embarrassing tech fail. It’s ironic to forget
something I always emphasize to my students!

Q: If you had to pick a completely different career, what would it be?

A: My alternate career would still be teaching because it's not just a profession for me—it’s a passion. I genuinely enjoy sharing
knowledge, engaging with students, and continuously learning. It may not be teaching an MBA. Definitely, I'd still be in the
education field.

Q: What is that one thing you get reminded of when you think about your hometown?

A: When I think of my hometown, I'm reminded of family, my childhood home, delicious food, and countless warm memories. It's a
place filled with love, simplicity, and the comfort of my roots.

Q: Which is your favourite travel destination, a place you would like to go to de-stress yourself?

A: My favorite travel destination to de-stress is my hometown. It's where I feel most at peace, surrounded by familiar faces, cherished
memories, and the calming rhythm of home life.
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SENIOR SCOOP : TALES & TIPS

From Guest Lecture Commitiee-ITBM

Abhishek
Shinde

Q: Is there a particular sport or game you enjoy playing or
watching?

A: Absolutely! Football has always been a passion of mine,
both as a player and a fan. Winning the SIC FUTSAL
tournament two years in a row was an unforgettable
experience, and nothing beats the rush of competition. But
when I'm not on the field, you'll probably find me playing CS2
and Valorant. I've hit Radiant, the highest rank, and have won
multiple tournaments like Aorus, TEC, and ILG Pune. Whether
it's on the pitch or in the game, I love the intensity, the
strategy, and the thrill of winning.

Q: Do you have a favorite type of music or any songs that
bring back fond memories?

A: Rap and hip-hop all the way. There's something about the
lyricism, storytelling, and energy of artists like Eminem,
Biggie, Tupac, and Eazy-E that just hits differently. Their
music is timeless, and every track brings a different kind of
vibe-whether it's motivation, nostalgia, or just a good beat to
zone out to.

Q: Do you have a favorite memory from freshman orientation
or welcome week?

A: The one-day trip to Surya Shibir was easily the best part of
freshman orientation. It wasn't just about the destination-it
was about the experience. That trip broke the ice, turned
strangers into friends, and set the tone for the rest of college.
Between the adventures, the conversations, and the laughs
along the way, it was the perfect way to kick things off.

Q: What's the funniest or most unexpected thing you've
heard a professor say?

A: During an IT Infrastructure lecture, the professor randomly
started narrating a Ganga Yamuna story—it was so hilarious
and completely out of the syllabus!

Q: Which subject did you think would be a nightmare but
turned out to be interesting?

A: Has to be BPM! Almost failed the exams, but honestly, it felt
like riding a roller coaster blindfolded. It was terrifying but
oddly fun!

Q: What's the one habit you developed in college that will
stick with you for life?

A: Late night walks in the campus have become my thing.
Also, midnight snacks while watching podcasts is now a habit
I can’t let go off!
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From Sports Committee

Vishwajeeth
Gahawar

Q: What's the best “networking hack” you've learned while
pursuing your MBA?

A: For me, the most effective networking strategy was active
participation. College events, committees these weren't just
social activities, they were crucial for personal growth. They
helped me develop my personality, build meaningful
connections, and create lasting bonds. These experiences are
invaluable.

Q: What's one thing about MBA life that surprised you the
most once you started?

A: The sheer pace of life was the biggest surprise. Endless
assignments, multiple subjects, and long classes created a
whirlwind of activity. It was intense and demanding, but
looking back, the stress, deadlines, and the constant push to
learn and grow shaped me into a better version of myself. It
was all worth it.

Q: What's the funniest thing that’s happened to you during an
MBA class?

A: During a second-semester exam, while pondering the next
question, I stumbled upon a shopping bill in my desk.
Distracted, I briefly examined it. The invigilator,
misinterpreting my actions, thought I was cheating with a
cheat sheet. Chaos ensued! She called the exam incharge
Gajanan sir , and it took some convincing to explain the
situation. When I finally showed her the innocent shopping
bill, the entire class erupted in laughter. It was definitely a

memorable moment.
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Manish
Singh

Q: If you could have one superpower for a day to help you
with your MBA, what would that be?

A: If T could have one superpower for a day to help with my
MBA, it would be the ability to decipher people’s minds and
motives behind everything they say or do.

Q: What three items would you include in an “MBA Survival
Kit” for future students?

A: Earphones — Your ultimate escape route during never-
ending group calls or when you need to drown out the sound
of someone passionately debating case studies at 2 AM. To
ignore all the drama that is happening around you.

Friends — for your tough times. The unofficial therapists, chai
buddies, and partners-in-procrastination who remind you
that you're all in this chaos together. — A well-organized plan
— Because staying on top of assignments, presentations, and
surprise quizzes without losing your mind is nothing short of
a superpower.

Q: Where’s the most unusual place you've worked on an
assignment or prepped for an exam?

A: Definitely the back of a moving car during a long road trip.
When I was visiting with my friends for the engagement of
our mutual friend.
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From Guest Lecture

Committee-DSDA

Q: If you could rename your batch, what would you call it?

A: If T could rename my batch it would be "The Trendsetters" -
because this DSDA Batch has surpassed their commitments
towards academics as well as took the Committee work to a
whole new level through their leadership and doing
something more, even a little more.

Q: What's your go-to excuse for missing a class?

A: My go-to-excuse for not going to class would be that I'm
really sleepy. I feel that is what I can never get enough of.

Q: If you could switch lives with any of your classmates for a
day, who would it be and why?

A: If T could switch life with someone it would be Niladri from
Placement Cell - because I would love to work a lot under
pressure and take up the responsibility of placing my entire
batch and also manage my studies.
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Soumyadeep
Chakraborty

From Academic
Committee

Sruthi
Ashok

Q: What's the most unexpected lesson you've learned from
a group project or teamwork experience?

A: During my MBA, I often found myself overwhelmed with
projects, forgetting to pause and internalize my work and
thoughts. As wise people say, I realized that quality matters
more than quantity. If you are someone who counts
milestones, please pause to cherish and create impact with
your victories.

Q: What's your favorite thing about your major or field of
study?

A: Majoring in Data Analytics has taught me the importance
of understanding data and giving it purpose. People often get
carried way with mere numbers and forget to bring life to it.
Ultimately, the true value of data lies in how it serves your
business or purpose.

Q: What's the most heartwarming or unexpected thing
that happened to you during college?

A: The most heartwarming experience has been finding a
family away from home. The unexpected part was earning a
leadership position among a diverse crowd and excelling
academically in a field that was entirely new to me. Thanks to
me peers and my mentors
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From ISR Committee

Q: Who's the most unforgettable person you met during
college and why?

A: The most unforgettable person I met in college was my
creative friend, Riya. Despite the age gap between us, it never
felt like it existed. Her constant support and the unique
perspective she brought to every situation left a lasting
impact on me. She was always there for me, and her kindness
and creativity continue to inspire me.

Q: If you could create a new campus tradition, what would it
be?

A: A tradition that could perfectly capture the spirit of our
college would be a "Gratitude Week." Imagine a week where
students and faculty anonymously exchange notes of
appreciation and encouragement, it would create such a
positive atmosphere! Another idea could be organizing an
annual nighttime campus hike that concludes with stargazing
and storytelling, fostering connection and nostalgia among
everyone.

Q: Which place in the city became your squad's hangout
spot?

A: Our go-to hangout spot was the floor above the gym. We'd
gather there to listen to music, enjoy the cold breeze, and
have heartfelt conversations with our friend group. It became

our little sanctuary, where so many special memories were
created.
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Sourima
Mondal

Q: What's the one food from the canteen you’ll never forget?

A: The one food from the canteen T'll never forget is the
legendary Aloo Paratha with lots of butter—it was incredibly
popular during our junior year!!

Q: What's the weirdest myth about college life that turned
out to be true?

A: Attendance requirements will haunt you more than exams:
That 75% rule is no joke!

Q: What would be your dream alumni event to attend after a
few years?

A: Reuniting with my friends, reliving old memories, laughing
at our college impressions of each other, and seeing how
everything turned out just as we had dreamed during college.
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From Alumni Committee

Q: What is your favorite food spot in Pune and your favorite
dish?

A: My favorite food spot in Pune is Cherie, a place I've visited
only thrice, but it holds a special place in my heart. Each visit
was during a different phase of my life with a different set of
people, making it memorable each time. That said, my all-
time favorite dish, remains biryani.

Q: One memorable moment that happened to you in SCIT?

A: One of my most memorable moments in SCIT was being a
moderator for the alumni-student interaction event & hosting
BCG Innovation Director on stage. Another cherished
memory was hosting SCIT’s 25-year celebration & finally
seeing the Alumni Wall come to life!

Q: What is the one core value you picked up from SCIT that
you will carry forever?

A: "One day at a time" is the mantra I learned at SCIT & will
carry with me forever. The relentless pace of submissions,
exams & committee work was overwhelming at times, but
spacing things out made it manageable. Having a close group
of supportive friends who constantly reassured me was a
blessing.
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Sera
Chitgopkar

Q: What's your go-to way to unwind or de-stress during
busy times?

A: Well, at the end of a long day, I like to make myself a nice
meal and play the guitar and listen to music.

Q: What's a silly nickname or inside joke you have with your
friends?

A: In college, we have this ongoing game of guessing what it is
that anyone that enters the class will say. It is almost always
accurate always catches the faculty off guard.

Q: What is your favorite food spot in Pune and your favorite
dish?

A: There is this place called Bombay Paratha Company that
has the most incredible kebabs. I can't go a week without

having them.
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Matrix Committee

Q: If your MBA experience had its own theme song, what
genre would it be, and who would perform it?

A: Comedy rap with chaotic beats

Performer: Bo Burnham featuring a stressed-out MBA student
Reason: My MBA life felt like a rap battle between deadlines,
group projects, and caffeine. Bo would perfectly capture the
absurdity of juggling 10 things at once while cracking jokes
about Excel sheets, group chats, and the never-ending quest
for placement. Bonus points if he throws in a verse about how
coffee replaced water in my life!

Q: Describe your college experience in three words.

A: Deadlines, Epiphanies, Misery

Q: What's your go-to way to unwind or de-stress during
busy times?

A: Gardening and baking help me unwind—nurturing plants
calms my mind, and creating delicious treats feels rewarding
and soothing.
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Siddharth
Mahapatra

Q: What's your favorite thing about your major or field of
study?

A: Being able to smartly build entire projects within a span of
few minutes with the help of the omniscient LLM tools
(ChatGPT, haha!)

Q: What's a silly nickname or inside joke you have with your
friends?

A: One of our friends calls us with the short version of our
grandfather's names, so our gang consists of Bibhu, Chema,
Kris, Romo & Gadad!

Q: What'’s the most creative way you've pulled an all-nighter
or crammed for exams?

A: Working on our NLP chatbot till 530 in the morning,
powered by a dozens of cans of Nescafe intense cafe and bags
of chips!
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STAR ALUMNI

We are delighted to present this edition’s star alumnus, Manasi Dalwani. She
completed her Bachelor of Engineering in Computer Science from Gujarat
Technological University. Following her undergraduate studies, she pursued
an MBA in Information Technology Business Management at SCIT, graduating
with the 2018-20 batch.
During her time at SCIT, Manasi interned at Google as a Program Management
Intern and subsequently became a full-time employee as a Data Strategist. She
was then promoted to Senior Data Strategist in just three years. In this role,
she has successfully utilized data analysis techniques to identify and mitigate
risks, improve user safety, and combat fraudulent activities.
o Manasi’s exceptional contributions have earned her notable recognition at
Ma n a s I Google, including two Spot Bonus awards. She received one in March 2023 for
driving efforts to remove abusive content from Google Maps, resulting in a
30% decrease in badness rate. Another Spot Bonus was awarded in October

@
D a Iwa n I 2023 for organizing and leading the Trust & Safety Geo Summit, showcasing

her leadership and organizational skills.

Additionally, Manasi has actively contributed to nurturing talent by
volunteering as an Intern Advisor at Google, exemplifying her commitment to
growth and mentorship. Her journey is an inspiring testament to the impact of
passion, expertise, and dedication.

Batch 2018 — 2020

Senior Trust & Safety Analyst

Google

This month, we are honored to celebrate our distinctive alumnus, Manasi
Dalwani who has distinguished herself through excellence in both the business
program and tech spaces. After finishing her B.E. in Computer Science from
Gujarat Technological University, she pursued her passion for IT and further
advanced it with an MBA in Information Technology Business Management at
SCIT. After interning at Google as a Program Management Intern, she joined
Google as a full-time Data Strategist. With a 4-year track record with Google,
focusing on enhancing Trust and Safety within Google Maps, she continues to

make remarkable progress inspiring us all
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