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R'S NOTE

The month of July brought in a new wave of excitement as we welcomed
the fresh batch of students for 2026-28 batch. It was journey where
emotions met intellect, celebrations created lasting memories which
shaped individual journeys in its own way.

The first month at SCIT brought together unfamiliar faces and turned them into
familiar stories. What began with the uncertainty of a new city, a new campus, and
a room full of strangers gradually transformed into friendships and a sense of
belonging. From Deeksharambh 2026 and the foundation programme to the
outbound activity and the beginning of academic life, every experience added a
new dimension to the journey. Samarambh 2026 further brought the campus
alive with music, dance, theatre, fashion, and poetry, becoming a celebration of
talent, expression, and togetherness.

Academic engagement continued with equal intensity, reflecting SCIT's strong
connection with the rapidly evolving technology landscape. The interaction with
alumnus Mr. Gaurang Agarwal brought in a new perspective, highlighting
resilience, entrepreneurship, sustainability, and the lasting connection between
SCIT and its alumni. Guest lectures and events explored Artificial Intelligence,
Data Science, Cybersecurity, and the opportunities emerging from them. From Dr.
Ranit Chatterjee's Insights into technology-driven innovation to National Al Day's
emphasis on responsible innovation and continuous learning, students were
encouraged to look beyond technology as a tool and understand its wider impact.

This edition of Atharva brings together these moments to capture more than the
events of a month, it captures the beginning of a journey shaped by curiosity,
creativity, technology, and community. Together, these sessions reinforced that
succeeding in a changing world requires more than technical knowledge it calls
for curiosity, self~-awareness, adaptability, and continuous learning. Here, at SCIT,
learning and growth are not just restricted to classrooms but are omnipresent.
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Deeksharambh 2026:
An Inspiring Start to

the Academic
Journey

Symbiosis Centre for Information Technology (SCIT) welcomed the incoming
batch through Deeksharambh 2026, marking the beginning of a transformative
academic journey. The event commenced with the traditional Lamp Lighting
Ceremony, symbolizing the pursuit of knowledge, wisdom, and enlightenment.
Reflecting the values of learning and excellence, the ceremony set the tone for
the students’ journey ahead. Dr. Dhanya Pramod, Director, SCIT, welcomed the
students and emphasized that an MBA is a transformational experience shaped
by active listening, meaningful questioning, a positive attitude, and continuous
learning.

The occasion was further enriched by the address of Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar, Pro
Chancellor, Symbiosis International University, who encouraged students to
pursue meaningful goals while embracing diversity, collaboration, and lifelong
learning. Highlighting the importance of discipline and stepping beyond
comfort zones, the session inspired students to build a well-rounded and
successful future. Adding an alumni perspective, Mr. Vishal Jaitak, Global
Director & Deputy CISO, Flora Food Group, and an alumnus of SCIT, shared
valuable career insights drawn from his professional journey. The session
emphasized expanding one'’s “luck surface area,” leveraging peer networks,
adopting a leader’s mindset, and seeking support when needed.

The event concluded with the Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Kanchan Patil,
Deputy Director, SCIT, who expressed gratitude to the dignitaries, faculty
members, organizers, and students for contributing to the success of the
programme. The session ended with four guiding principles for the journey
ahead—Focus, Learn, Grow, and Enjoy. Deeksharambh 2026 marked the
beginning of a promising chapter, inspiring students to embrace opportunities
for academic, professional, and personal growth.

Blogger: Soumen Sahoo
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An Inspiring Interaction with
New Experiences and Old
Memories

The students at SCIT had the pleasure to welcome our esteemed guest, Mr. Gaurang Agarwal at our institute on June 12, 2026. Mr.
Agarwal being a distinguished alumnus of the Symbiosis Centre for Information Technology (SCIT), currently serves as the Co-
Founder and Leader of Agneya Renewables and is also a Partner at Alkosign, bringing with him rich entrepreneurial experience in
the renewable energy and sustainability sector.

The session began with a warm welcome, followed by Mr. Agarwal reflecting fondly on his years at SCIT and how the institution
shaped his professional foundation. He opened up about his entrepreneurial journey, the challenges of building ventures in India's
rapidly evolving clean energy landscape, and the importance of resilience, adaptability, and long-term vision in business. Drawing
from his experience at Agneya Renewables and Alkosign, Mr. Agarwal emphasized the growing significance of sustainable energy
solutions in shaping India's future and encouraged students to view renewable energy not merely as an industry, but as a
movement toward national and global responsibility.

A key highlight of the session was his advice to aspiring entrepreneurs: to stay curious, embrace calculated risks, and remain deeply
committed to purpose-driven work. He encouraged students to leverage their alumni network and institutional support systems
while carving their own professional paths. The interaction concluded with an engaging question and answer round, where
students sought his guidance on career choices, entrepreneurship, and the renewable energy sector. Mr. Agarwal's approachable
demeanour and practical wisdom left a lasting impression on all attendees.

This session served as a powerful reminder of the strong legacy our alumni continue to build, inspiring the current generation of

students to dream boldly and contribute meaningfully to industry and society.

Blogger: Navya Sathe
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From Data to
Decisions:
Navigating the Al-
Driven Future

The SCIT 2026 batch had a wonderful start to its Guest Lecture Series with a
session by Mr. Rajeev John, Managing Director, Data & Al at Accenture, on "From
Data to Decisions: How Al is Reshaping Business, Leadership, and Careers."
Conducted on the 27th of June, 2026 by the Guest Lecture Committee, the session
came at just the right time for the batch.

Mr. John did not spend time explaining why AI matters. What he offered instead
was a sense of what to actually do about it, using real examples to show how Al is
changing business decisions, leadership, and careers. A significant part of the talk
centred on agentic Al, and how it is beginning to transform core business
processes by taking over tasks that once needed human oversight, pushing
organisations to rethink their structural models with agentic Al as a strategic layer
rather than just a tool.

One thought from the session has stayed with many of the students. Al, he said, is
not replacing people. It is replacing those who choose not to adapt. It is a small
shift in perspective, but it changes how you think about the future, the question no
longer being whether AI will take your job, but whether you are willing to grow
alongside it.

He encouraged students to see Al as a co-worker rather than a competitor,
something to use thoughtfully instead of fearing or blindly depending on it.
Continuous learning, he reminded the audience, is no longer a choice but the
baseline for staying relevant in a changing workplace.

The session closed with an engaging Q&A, with questions carrying on well past the
scheduled time, followed by the felicitation of Mr. Rajeev John by Dr. Tamal
Mondal, Assistant Professor, SCIT, acknowledging his valuable contribution to the
session . It set a warm, thoughtful tone for the guest lecture series ahead, one built
on curiosity and a genuine eagerness to learn what comes next.

Blogger: Rutuja Dasharath Rode
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Inspiring Innovation:
Exploring the Future of
Data Science, Al, and
Robotics

On 1stJuly 2026, Praghya — The AI & Analytics Club organized a guest lecture on
"Opportunities in the Field of Data Science and Artificial Intelligence" for
students of the DSDA program. The session was delivered by Dr. Ranit
Chatterjee, researcher, innovator, entrepreneur, and Co-founder of RIKA
(Resilience Innovation Knowledge Academy), whose work focused on Artificial
Intelligence, Data Science, robotics, and disaster resilience through technology-
driven solutions.

Dr. Chatterjee shared his entrepreneurial journey, explaining how a passion for
research and practical problem-solving led to the establishment of RIKA. The
session highlighted the challenges of building an organization, earning
credibility, and securing investors while emphasizing determination, resilience,
and innovation. Participants were also introduced to RIKA's work in Artificial
Intelligence, Machine Learning, Data Science, robotics, and geospatial analytics
for disaster preparedness, climate adaptation, environmental monitoring, and
decision support systems through real-world applications.

A major highlight of the lecture was the demonstration of COBRA (Collapse
Building Search Assistive Robot), a snake-inspired robotic system designed for
search-and-rescue operations. Equipped with Al, cameras, and sensors, COBRA
demonstrated its ability to navigate collapsed structures and assist rescue teams
in locating survivors. The session concluded with an engaging Q&A on career
opportunities, entrepreneurship, and emerging Al technologies, followed by the
felicitation of Dr. Ranit Chatterjee by Dr. Kanchan Patil, Deputy Director, SCIT,
in recognition of his valuable contribution. The programme concluded with a
vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to the dignitary, faculty members,
organizers, and students for making the guest lecture a meaningful learning
experience.

Blogger: Bibaswan Kundu

STUDENT'S BLOG



Samarambh 2026:
A Celebration of
Tradition, Rhythm
and Emotion

Samarambh 2026, SCIT's much-awaited cultural event, was held on July 03, 2026
brought together talents from different domains including dance, music,
fashion, and theatre in a celebration that left the audience in awe from start to
finish.

The evening opened on a devotional note with a Ganesh Vandana, followed by
classical performances in Bharatanatyam, Odissi, and Kathak that showcased
discipline and years of practice. The energy then shifted as Bhangra, Bollywood,
and Bollywood-fusion acts took over the stage, displaying talent like never seen
before with even louder cheers from the crowd. The fashion show that followed
told a striking tale of an age-old war between angels and devils. Angels graced
the ramp in shades of white, gold, and silver, radiating purity and light, while
devils commanded attention in red, black, and maroon, embodying rebellion
and intensity. The visual contrast made for one of the evening's most talked-
about segments.

The highlight of the night was the theatrical performance, "Bhavnao ki Adaalat."
The plot followed Bunty, who stood in a courtroom, filing a case against
criminals who could not be put on trial owing to their very nature - Monday,
Memories, Time, and Fate. With an intriguing script and sharp direction, the
performance had the audience alternating between laughter and awe. This was
followed by a poetry recitation, "Krishna ki Chetavni," which brought a burst of
energy to the auditorium. The evening drew to a close with a soulful musical
performance by the college's talented singers and musicians, whose
performances had the entire audience singing along in unison.

Samarambh 2026 was more than a showcase of talent, it was a celebration of
expression, unity, and the creative spirit of SCIT.

Blogger: Navya Sathe [ Photographer & Videographer: Farzeen Rais |
Video Editor: Durvesh Patil
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National Al Day
2026: Celebrating
the Future of
Artificial
Intelligence

What if the future wasn't something to wait for, but something to create?

On 16th July 2026, Praghya — The AI & Analytics Club organized an engaging
event celebrating the growing impact of Artificial Intelligence.The event brought
together students from the DSDA and ITBM batches, providing an engaging
platform to explore emerging Al trends, exchange ideas, and understand the
expanding role of intelligent technologies in shaping the future.

The session commenced with a welcome address by the committee’s SPOC, who
highlighted the significance of National AI Day and shared insights into the
evolving global AT landscape. The address emphasized Al's transformative impact
across industries and everyday life. The event was further enriched by an
inspiring speech from Dr. Dhanya Pramod, Director, SCIT, who emphasized the
importance of responsible innovation, ethical AI practices, and continuous
learning to thrive in the digital era.

Adding excitement to the celebration, an AI Quiz tested participants' knowledge
of Artificial Intelligence, recent technological advancements, and popular Al
applications. The activity witnessed enthusiastic participation, encouraging
healthy competition while making learning interactive and enjoyable.

National AI Day 2026 successfully strengthened participants' understanding of
Artificial Intelligence beyond the classroom. Through insightful discussions,
inspiring addresses, and engaging activities, the event encouraged curiosity,
innovation, and a deeper appreciation of Al's limitless potential in shaping the
future of technology.

Blogger: Bibaswan Kundu [ Photographer: Ishank Gupta [
Videographer: Debanshu Das
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ONE MONTH
AT SCIT

Leaving home for the first time is never easy, and for most students in the
batch, the first few days carried the same quiet mix of pride and emotion, even
if no one quite said it out loud. A new city, a new campus, and a room full of
strangers from different regions and languages awaited. It felt overwhelming
at first, but SCIT gave the batch little time to dwell.

The journey officially began with the induction ceremony, Deeksharambh
2026, which introduced the new batch to SCIT's culture, faculty, and campus
life. Orientations followed, with a new speaker and lesson each day, including
a chance to interact with alumni. A structured foundation program came next,
bringing everyone onto the same page regardless of academic background,
before the real MBA classes began.

Just as routine started to settle in, the Outbound Activity became one of the
month's most memorable lessons, teaching patience, trust, and empathy no
classroom could. From strangers to teammates to friends, that is what the day
became. Soon after, proper classes began, and between lectures and
assignments, students found time to explore the campus and its surroundings,
making new friends along the way while older bonds only grew stronger.

Then came Samarambh, the batch's first cultural event and the moment SCIT
began to feel like home. Coordinators were chosen through interviews,
followed by a SPOC for each event, and the batch was soon rehearsing late into
the night. Students took part across dance, singing, drama, and fashion, with
several performers stepping onto a stage after years away, nerves quickly
replaced by the encouragement of friends cheering them on.

Guest lectures kept the learning going throughout, a quiet reminder that this
month was only the start of a much bigger journey ahead for the batch of 2026.

Blogger: Rutuja Dasharath Rode
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